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NARRATIVE

S- Joel P Trudell (05/13/1979)
Summary:

On 06/21/2022 at 8:30 PM, KSD Deputies were assigned to provide security at a Kenosha County Board meeting
which was taking place on the third floor of the Kenosha County Admin building. During this meeting, the board of
supervisors were listening to citizen comments before proceeding with the rest of the meeting. One citizen later
identified as Joel P Trudell was in the middle of his comments but was later asked to step down due to his rude
comments towards another patron in the gallery. Joel refused and deputies were asked to remove him from the
room. Deputies asked loel to leave but he refused multiple times. Deputies then place their hands on Joel in order to
escort him from the room. After doing so, Joel instantly became resistive and deputies had to direct him to the
ground due to his non-compliance. After struggling with Joel on the floar, his hands were able to be secured in
handcuffs and he was removed from the room. Joel was taken to the Kenosha County Jail without further incident
and booked in on charges of Disorderly Conduct and Resisting Law Enforcement Officers. This incident was captured
on KSD body camera. No further action was taken.

Narrative:

On 06/21/2022 at 8:30 PM, |, Deputy M. Duncan #355 along with Deputy J. Wilson #344 were assigned to provide
security at a Kenosha County Board meeting which was taking place on the third floor of the Kenosha County
Administrative building located at 1010 56th St. At this point in the meeting, citizens were being allowed to make
public statements in front of the county board of supervisors. One such gentleman, who was later identified as Joel P
Trudell, was given his turn to make his comments heard publicly.

Prior to Joe taking his turn at the podium, he had interrupted other citizen comments and had been warned multiple
times by the chairman to remain civil. At one point, after noticing that deputies were looking in his direction after
one of his disruptions, he seemed to blow a kiss in our direction in a loud audible fashion. It appeared that he was
trying to mock us while we were performing our duties. | took note of his behavior and continued to supervise the
rest of the proceedings.

Once Joel took the stand he spoke out against the proposed policy that would allow conceal carry permit holders to
bring firearms into county buildings. He also seemed to accuse certain county supervisors of corruption. At one point
he was interrupted by another citizen during his speech. This citizen was told to remain silent and he then excused
himself from the room. While he was leaving, he accidently brushed up against Joel, who took offense to this and
said something to the effect of, “If | had a conceal carry I'd take that as a threat”. The chairmen of the board advised
Joel that the comment was uncalled for and Joel protested asking for more time to speak. He was then asked to step
down from the podium and told his time for his comments were over.

loel protested saying it was his turn to speak and refused to step down. His protests became loud verbal shouts and |
and Deputy Wilson were asked to remove him from the room by the chairman. | approached Joel’s left side and
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NARRATIVE (continuation)

Deputy Wilson approached his right. Together, we asked Joel multiple times to step down from the podium informing
him that it was time to leave. Joel responded by saying, “no sir” repeatedly. He then began to tense up and grabbed
hold of the podium with a very tight grip. This grip intensified once | placed my hands on his arm in attempt to
remove them so that we could escort Joel out of the room.

He continued shouting, “no sir” and refused to leave the podium despite being warned with arrest. Deputies were
then forced to physically push him away from the podium but he then grabbed hold pf of the wooden rail that
separated the public from the board of supervisors. His shouts intensified and he was asked to calm down, to which
he only responded with, “You calm down”. As deputies attempted to remove his hands from the guard rail, Joel
shouted, “Get the fuck off of me! What is going on!” at the top of his lungs. | could that his arms were tensed up to
the max and that he was using maximum effort to resist our attempts to remove him from the court room.

Due to Joel’s active non-compliance and his resistive behaviors towards law enforcement, | decided to perform a
decentralization to direct Joel to the ground so that he could be handcuffed. | secured his left arm with mine and
placed my right hand behind his back. | then used my bodyweight to direct Joel to the ground while swinging the left
side of his body so that he would fall to his stomach. After directing him to the ground, Joel managed to remain on
his hands and knees and continued his active resistance. Deputies had to re-secure his arms and force him forward so
that he could be directed onto his stomach. He continued to shout, “I'm trying to talk” and “get off of me” despite
being told to comply. Once he was flat on the ground, | secured his wrists in two sets of handcuffs.

After securing his wrists in handcuffs, Joel was directed into a seated position and was asked if he required any
medical attention. He stated that he did not and ceased all forms of resistance. | and Deputy Wilson escorted Joel out
of the room and out into the hallway. | observed that several citizens appeared to be visibly upset by what had just
occurred and were recording the event on their cellphones. As we were in the elevator, a middle aged women
approached us and expressed her disapproval with the actions law enforcement took. She was asked to leave and did
not cause any further issues.

Joel was brought to Deputy Wilson’s squad car #364 where is was officially identified via Wisconsin photo driver’s
license. He was then transported to the Kenosha County Jail located at 912 56th St. Upon our arrival at the Jail, a
search incident to arrest was conducted which yielded no weapons or contraband. Joel remained cooperative as we
handed over custody to the correctional staff. After submitting an arrest sheet, myself and Deputy Wilson cleared
taking no further action. The rest of our shift was spent escorting County Board Supervisors and their families to their
vehicles at their request due to what had happened.

For Joel’s actions | am requesting the following charges:

e  One count of Disorderly Conduct (947.01(1)). This is for Joel knowingly engaging in profane, boisterous and
unreasonably loud behavior after being asked to leave the board meeting. His behavior caused a disturbance
in the room and was upsetting towards County Board officials as well as fellow citizens attending the
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NARRATIVE (continuation)

® meeting.

e One Count of Obstructing/Resisting an Officer (946.41(1)). This is for Joel knowingly resisting the attempts of
myself and Deputy Wilson while we were acting in a law enforcement official capacity and with lawful
authority.

My KSD issued body camera had died prior to this incident occurring since | was working a double shift and had
not had the opportunity to charge it prior to this meeting. This incident was captured on Deputy Wilson’s body
camera and all footage is attached to this case. For more information, please reference Deputy Wilson’s
supplemental report which is attached to this case.

END OF REPORT
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SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE

SUSPECT: Trudell, Joe!

On June 21, 2022 at approximately 1930 hours |, Deputy J. Wilson #334 was assigned as extra security at the Kenosha
County Board meeting which took place at the Kenosha County Administration building (1010 56th st).

The beginning of the meeting began with citizen’s comments where citizens mainly spoke of their support or
opposition of the amending of 2011 resolution 63. Resolution 63 prohibited the carry of firearms in any building
owned, leased or controlled by Kenosha County. The County Board was to have the second reading of the
amendment to resolution 63 which would allow citizens whom possess a concealed carry permit to legally carry a
firearm in certain buildings owned by Kenosha County.

During the citizens comments a white male, later identified as Joe! P. Trudell, was continually interrupting those
trying to speak. Joel was warned twice by the Chairman of the County Board, Gabe Nudo, to be silent as others are
speaking. Joel eventually got up to speak during the citizens comments where he shared his disgust for the resolution
and those who are supporting it. Another white male whom was sitting in the gallery verbally showed his support for
the resolution while Joel was speaking.

After being told to remain silent by Chairman Nudo, the male white got up from his seat, walked past Joel, and got in
the line to speak during the comments session. As the male walked past Joel he turned and stated, “See if | had a
concealed carry | could take that as a threat.”

Chairman Nudo called a point of order and informed Joel that his comment was uncalled for. loel replied with, “Well
it's the truth.” Chairman Nudo began to instruct Joel that he would have to remain in line otherwise he would be
requested to leave the meeting. Joel was continually yelling over Chairman Nudo's instructions stating, “It’s my time
to talk.” Chairman Nudo requested several times for Joel to cooperate and warned him that he would be removed
from the meeting, but Joel continued to yell.

Chairman Nudo requested that Deputies removed Joel from the meeting. Deputy Duncan and | approached Joel
whom was still at the podium. As | approached Joel that he grab his papers that were at the podium and leave the
meeting. Joel was continually saying, “no sir, no sir” to Deputies requests to leave the meeting. Joel continued his
passive resistance in not complying with Deputies orders. As Deputy Duncan #355 grabbed Joel’s left arm | grabbed
Joel’s right.

As we grabbed Joel’s arm Joel grabbed a hold of the podium in front of him in an attempt to actively resist Deputies
efforts to remove him from the meeting. While holding onto Joel’s arm I felt the muscles in his biceps and forearm
tense up as if he was gripping the podium harder to counteract Deputies efforts to break his grasp. Deputies were
able to break Joel’s grasp from the podium which then lead him to grab the double swinging doors that lead from the
gallery of the room into the main floor where the Kenosha County Board Members sit during the meetings.

While still attempting to get Joel to comply with officers orders he was still shouting that it was his time to talk.
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SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE (continuation)

Eventually Deputies were able to break Joel’s grasp from the door and decentralize him to the ground. Once Joel was
on the ground he curled up into a ball with his hands underneath his body. | once again grabbed Joel's right arm, with
numerous attempts and help from other citizens who attended the meeting, Deputy Duncan and | were able to get
Joel’s hands behind his back and placed in handcuffs which were checked for proper fit and double locked for his
safety. Once in handcuffs Joel stopped actively resisting and complies with officers.

Deputies assisted Joel to his feet and asked him if he had been injured, he stated that he had not been injured and
did not want to be seen by rescue personal. Joel was escorted down to my KSD issued squad #362 and transported to
the jail where he was turned over to Booking staff without any further issues.

See Deputy Duncan’s #355 report for further information.
No further action taken.

END OF REPORT.
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SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE

On June 21, 2022 at approximately 1900 hours, |, Sgt. David Zoerner, was in attendance at the Kenosha County Board
meeting with my wife, taking place at the Kenosha County Administration Building. | was off duty and unarmed. |
was seated in the second row on the east side of the room. Deputy Wilson and Deputy Duncan were in the room for
security.

During citizen’s comments, an individual that | know of as, “Joel,” that had been disruptive was speaking, giving his
own citizens comments. The individual had been yelling at other citizens as they spoke and was yelling at county
board supervisors and being disorderly. The individual had been told multiple times that he was out of order by the
County Board Chairman Nudo. Eventually, the individual was told he was not going to be allowed to continue. He
refused to step away from the lectern. The County Board Chairman Nudo asked the deputies for assistance.
Deputies Wilson and Deputy Duncan approached the individual and tried to get the man to comply and direct him
out of the room. He was yelling loudly and resisted the deputies by trying to grip the lectern and pulling away from
the deputies. At that time the deputies began going hands on with the subject, | thought the Chairman was saying
“Wait, hold on a second.” The subject continued yelling. It was difficult to hear the Chairman as the crowd was also
loud.

At that moment the deputies directed the subject to the ground and began to cuff him. | was having difficulty seeing
them on the ground as several people were standing in the aisle. | moved to the center and past a person standing in
the aisle. Off duty KPD officer Cochran knelt to the left of the subject, deputies were actively cuffing and KPD Officer
Gonzales was near his legs. No one else was posing a threat to the deputies or officers at that time. The room was
still very loud. | observed the crowd and saw the cuffs secured. | picked up the subjects eye glasses from the ground
partially under his torso. | picked them up to avoid damage or injury.

The subject was sat up and then brought to his feet. He was escorted out of the room toward the elevator. | walked
toward the elevator and handed Deputy Duncan the subjects’ eyeglasses to take with him to the county jail.

On duty officers began arriving. | spoke with Lt. Gilley #200 and advised what had transpired.

Nothing further
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GONZALES STATEMENT

Gonzales Albert B. (KPD 403)
1000 55st Kenosha Wisconsin,53140

KSD case number 22-324614

On 06-21-22 [ was an attendee at the Kenosha county board meeting 912 56 st 3’ floor city and county
of Kenosha around 2030 hrs. | watched during citizen comments an individual later ID by KSD as Joel
Trudell get up to the podium and address the county board.

Trudell’s tone was angry and he began to go off topic and yell directly at individual supervisors especially
county board chairman Nudo. Nudo asked him to calm down which made Trudell louder. Nudo told him
his comments were now aver but Trudell would not leave the podium. Two KSD deputies approached
Trudell at the podium and verbally tried to have him step away. The deputies then grabbed Trudell’s
arms and escort him from the podium.

Trudell immediately clenched the podium yelling he was not going ta “give up his time” and the
Deputies had to yank him away. Once away from the podium Trudell pulled away from the deputies and
went toward the swinging doors of the main chambers. The deputies had tec grab him again and Trudell
looked as though he was trying to go through the swinging doors. Trudell would not comply and had to
be taken to the ground. Trudell continued to pull away from deputies on the ground. | then assisted by
gaining control of Trudell’s legs and assisted in hand cuffing him. Trudell was then taken out of the
meeting room and down to a squad car. Trudell did not appear injured and 1 asked him several times if
he was ok. See all ather report for details.
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Summary (Adult or Juvenile)

On the above date and time the above subject was taken into custody on the above charge and transported to KCJ

without issue.
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